Endogenous Aspergillus endophthalmitis occurring after kidney transplant.
Two months after renal transplantation, a 26-year-old man developed pneumonia that was recalcitrant to antibiotic therapy and proved by biopsy to be due to cytomegalovirus and Aspergillus fumigatus. Ten days later while on amphotericin B therapy, he developed an endophthalmitis proved by smear and culture of a vitreous aspiration to be caused by A. fumigatus. Despite intravitreous and systemic amphotericin B the vision deteriorated and the eye was enucleated. Microscopic examination disclosed an intense endophthalmitis with vitreous and retinal abscesses. The second patient was a 29-year-old woman who developed severe hypertension and graft rejection one month after renal transplant, despite massive immunosuppressive therapy with prednisone, azathioprine, and cobalt 60 irradiation. She developed pneumonia, meningitis, and died. A postmortem examination revealed disseminated aspergillosis. A single choroidal abscess due to Aspergillus with an associated retinal hemorrhage was observed in the left eye.